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Cesar founded the United Farm Workers (UFW) with Dolores Huerta, 
launching one of our Nation’s most inspiring social movements. 

Cesar Chavez’s legacy provides lessons from which all Americans can 
learn. One person can change the course of a nation and improve the 
lives of countless individuals. Cesar once said, ‘‘Non-violence is not in-
action. . . . Non-violence is hard work. It is the willingness to sacrifice. 
It is the patience to win.’’ From his inspiring accomplishments, we 
have learned that social justice takes action, selflessness, and commit-
ment. As we face the challenges of our day, let us do so with the hope 
and determination of Cesar Chavez, echoing the words that were his 
rallying cry and that continue to inspire so many today, ‘‘S[iacute], se 
puede’’ — ‘‘Yes, we can.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
31 of each year as Cesar Chavez Day. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this day with appropriate service, community, and educational 
programs to honor Cesar Chavez’s enduring legacy. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8642 of March 31, 2011 

National Donate Life Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Americans have always been a generous people, willing to give to oth-
ers in need. In these challenging times, that spirit of service has been 
abundantly evident and has made a real difference in many lives. As 
we observe National Donate Life Month, we reflect on an important op-
portunity to aid others—bestowing the gift of life through organ and 
tissue donation. 

More than 110,000 individuals are now on the national waiting list for 
organ transplants, and the list continues to grow. Each year, the num-
ber of Americans needing life-saving donations has far outstripped the 
number of available donors. As a result, people lose their lives each 
day while waiting. 

When each donation can touch dozens of lives, it has never been more 
important to make the decision to be an organ and tissue donor. I en-
courage all Americans to say yes to donation by giving blood regularly 
and joining their State-based donor registry. Individuals can register 
online or through the registration or renewal process for a driver’s li-
cense or identification card. When considering organ donation, Ameri-
cans should consult their family members, doctor, or faith leader about 
the decision to donate life. To find out more about donation and how 
you can register in your State, be sure to visit: www.OrganDonor.gov. 
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Together, we can all make the choice to save and improve the lives of 
Americans across our country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 
2011 as National Donate Life Month. I call upon health care profes-
sionals, volunteers, educators, government agencies, faith-based and 
community groups, and private organizations to join forces to boost the 
number of organ and tissue donors throughout our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first 
day of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8643 of March 31, 2011 

National Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention 
Month, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Our Nation must continue to confront rape and other forms of sexual 
violence as a deplorable crime. Too many victims suffer unaided, and 
too many offenders elude justice. As we mark National Sexual Assault 
Awareness and Prevention Month, we recommit to building a society 
where no woman, man, or child endures the fear of assault or the pain 
of an attack on their physical well-being and basic human dignity. 

Despite reforms to our legal system, sexual violence remains pervasive 
and largely misunderstood. Nearly one in six American women will 
experience an attempted or completed rape at some point in her life, 
and for some groups, rates of sexual violence are even higher. Almost 
one in three American Indian and Alaska Native women will be sexu-
ally assaulted. Young women ages 16 to 24 are at greatest risk, and an 
alarming number of young women are sexually assaulted while in col-
lege. Too many men and boys are also affected. With each new victim 
and each person still suffering from an attack, we are called with re-
newed purpose to respond to and rid our Nation of all forms of sexual 
violence. 

Sexual assault is considered to be the most underreported violent 
crime in America, and criminal justice responses vary widely across 
our country. Some communities have developed highly trained, coordi-
nated teams who understand the nature of sexual assault and can re-
spond with compassionate understanding. In other places, victims 
hesitate to report these crimes because they fear the criminal justice 
system will respond with skepticism or fail to bring the perpetrator to 
justice. We must ensure our police, prosecutors, and courts treat vic-
tims with the seriousness and respect they need and deserve. We must 
do more to provide services that help victims recover from the trauma 
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